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From minor
facelift to
major surgery

Baaltors onad 10 I'EFIIF_'E‘I tha manira; LoCaisin
of, Dcakon

In South Florda, location oflen ranskabes
imo waterfront, waterdron], walerironl Just
ask a snowhird couple from Bosion who
knaw thary hiad 10 bary th hoeme in Lost Troa
"i'I||.|',I.|.:||-:I in Morth Palm Baach whan ey Saw
th niarly 1 BO-Cagnes pANCTAMIC Waler view

They recognized the 19705 houss
nepded work and estimated they would
have o redo the bathrooms and creale a
more opan floor plan. But oncl they starad
talking with architect Brian Golling of Alfine
Archilects in Boca Ralon, they saw the
possibilities, and a minos renovabon turmad
inba & magor facellt

This @xierior architecture and nlarior

¢ peotty chopped up and 1970ish,”
says. “The house had no archibectural
theme whatsoever. They really had their
haart s on a Key West shybe, with bright
colors, planking and daails thal desonbe a
Kay Wast home.”

Collins -Ij-l]':-jlgl'llzd i niw [acads, Booed
safing and a il rood, new paind, dedails
such A% brackals and oHUMNG, 8 CoWansd
patey (with room lor saating and & SuUMmimiar
kibchaen) and a private deck on the sacond
fhoor, An addition of a lew hundred square
feat enlarged the kilchen and first floor
bidroom. The bngnd door, which was nght
naxl 1o the garage, Wwas relocaled and a
coversd antranca was dded

“The owner wanied o block the ughness
of it from the front as well as give 1 a
facelilt from the rear,” Collins says. “The
heose jus! sits out thare facing the waler
for averyone 10 586."

Sowhy nol take th typical South Florida
solstion: Toar cown and Stam owver?

“We gave ithem that oplion and, in

sight, I maybe = the route we shoulkd
have gone,” says Michasl Comilla,
presideni ol Beacon Construction Group
'TT‘H’:‘.‘ would have had a Dbrand oy ok
with tha exact floor plan they wanted, Stll, i
saved a couple of hundred thowsand n this
manner. “Sinca thay &dnT tear the house
o, the renovation preseniéd Some majoe
-._'.h:n-u:rngr_:ﬁ such as ) Hoor giabs and
I;u'ﬁulng thix old Struc up 0 new bulding
codes, Comalle SayS

Colling Saw “an exiramely ugly second
loor adchison thal was T-i.ﬂﬂ-ii!’-ilﬂ'f put on
the rear of the housa® &s the major protlem
The addition resulted in a low ceiling height

= pibboud B ¥ feat = on the first fioor, Typecally rooms oday have oaling haighits ranging nom
10 o 12 feet. When they openad up the downsiars Space 1o leal langer, ey had 10 BOd
stedl beams 10 hold wup thir Second Moo
What should you expict wihen Soing & rencvabion?
“You should axpact thi unixpacied,” Colling 585 'E;-Erh'!ﬂ.lﬂj.r. whan you 00 a rengyvahon

you risally don't know what you have, We knew we wene dealing with an ugly second fioor,

bt we had nd dea what we would ind when we opaned § up %

Hes final advice: “When you are planning & renovaton, the imponant thn
architect and the builder in place. | wani to stress that wa worked logeher on this. We can
gave the cwner money when the builder and archilect work logethar.”

Architect Bhian Colling, Afinati Architects, Boca Raton
Bullder: Michaal Comville, Beacon Construcion Groug, Morh Palm Baach
Photographar: Danial Mewoomb
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